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Legislative'Session 2013

HB 481 Fact Sheet

Biotechnology holds the promise of greatly improving our quality of life. However, if not
guided by ethical standards, it poses serious threats to children at their earliest stages
of development, human dignity and innocent human life. In many ways, it could
permanently alter what it means to be human.

The bill ensures: HB 481, the Ethical Treatment of Human Embryos Act, is designed to promote cutting

The freedom to pursue edge biotechnological research, while preventing many of the most unethical and

(et eenekenileel Fieslee i dangerous practices that threaten preborn children.
that does not violate basic

human rights for our most

helpless and vulnerable, m

especially the right to life.
1. Q. Are there currently any biotechnical laws or regulations in Georgia?

The protection of all innocent A. No. Biotechnology is currently a self-regulated industry.

human life at all stages of

development. 2. Q. Governor Deal is working hard to attract biotech companies to Georgia.
Will this bill keep them away?

That the fundamental nature of A. This bill is designed to remove any uncertainties for venture capitalists
humanity will not be distorted. and companies interested in setting up a biotechnical company in the state which
should act to encourage such business.

The bill prevents: 3. Q. Does this bill ban in vitro fertilization?

The creation of animal/human A. The intent is not to prevent practices currently used to treat human
hybrids (called “chimeras”). infertility. It does ban experiments involving human and non-human gametes (sperm
and egg). It also prohibits donating embryos for scientific research.

Therapeutic cloning.

4. Q. Iftherapeutic cloning research advances medical knowledge, what's

Reproductive cloning. wrong with that?

A. Creating a human embryo for research always results in the death of a
Creating human embryos for child. Also, much of the research is designed to harvest embryonic stem cells, which
research that are ultimately have not cured a single disease. Adult stem cells have been successfully used in
killed. treating more than 70 human illnesses.

5. Q. Why do you oppose reproductive cloning?
A. It's both morally wrong in that it distorts God’s plan for human reproduction and dangerous in that it threatens to
weaken the human gene pool. The practice was condemned by President Bill Clinton and the former President’s Council
on Bioethics.

6. Q. Why do scientists want to create chimeras?
A. Primarily because it’s often difficult to obtain human eggs to create embryos for research.
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